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Roy Wilkins 
This 24th stamp in the Black Heritage series honors Roy Wilkins, a civil rights leader and head of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) during an important period in the 
civil rights movement. The series has already honored many notable African Americans who fought for 
freedom and equality, including Harriet Tubman, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Wilkins was born in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1901. His mother died when he was a young child and an 
aunt and uncle in St. Paul, Minnesota, raised him. He went on to major in sociology and journalism at the 
University of Minnesota, earning his degree in 1923. 
Wilkins devoted most of his career to the NAACP. In 1931, he joined the organization as assistant 
secretary, and served as the editor of the NAACP's official magazine, The Crisis, from 1934 to 1949. In 
1950 he became the administrator of the NAACP and in 1955 he assumed the leadership, serving until 
1977 as executive secretary and executive director. 
Wilkins' belief in nonviolent means and the use of the legal system to advance the rights of African 
Americans won him many admirers both inside and outside the African American community. 
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A pragmatic and strategic leader, Roy Wilkins ( 1901-1981) worked within 
the legal system to advance the civil rights of African Americans. In a gentle 
but steadfast way, Wilkins pursued this work for most of his life. 
Born in St. Louis, Missouri, Wilkins moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, to 
live with an aunt and uncle after his mother's death. In 1923, he earned a 
bachelor's degree from the University of Minnesota, with a major in sociology 
and a minor in economics. 
Wilkins joined the national staff of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) as assistant secretary 
in 1931 . A few years later, he succeeded W.E.B. DuBois as editor 
of The Crisis, the official magazine of the NAACP. Wilkins held this 
position until 1949, and in 1950 he became the administrator of the 
NAACP. From 1955 to 1977, he led the NAACP as executive 
secretary and executive director. Under his leadership the NAACP 
campaigned for the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968, Wilkins retired in 1977. 
Along with other civil rights leaders, Wilkins helped organize the 
August 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, during 
which he also delivered a speech. He received numerous awards 
honoring his work, including the NAACP's Spingarn Medal (1964) 
and the Presidential Medal of Freedom (1969). 
This year, Wilkins joins many of his fellow civil rights advocates 
as the 24th honoree in the U.S. Postal Service's Black Heritage 
series. A photograph taken by Morgan and Marvin Smith in the 
1940s appears on the stamp, which was designed by Richard 
Sheaff of Scottsdale, Arizona, and issued on January 24, 2001, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Stamps printed by Ashton Potter (USA) Ltd. 
2000 United States Postal Service
No. 617 in a series 
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Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea . 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present day has brought us, 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us march on till victory is won. 
Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might 
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, Our God, 
where we met Thee, 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand. 
True to our GOD, 
True to our native land. 








































With the issuance of this stamp, the U.S. Postal Service proudly honors Roy Wilkins, whose leadership and 
principled determination made him a vital force in the 
civil rights movement. 
Born August 30, 1901, in St. Louis, Missouri, Wilkins graduated 
from the University of Minnesota in 1923. He joined the staff 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People ( NAACP) as assistant secretary in 1931, also serving a 
the editor of the organization's official magazine, The Crisis, 
from 1934 to 1949. In 1950 he became the administrator of 
the NAACP and in 1955 he assumed the leadership, serving 
until 1977 as executive secretary and executive director. 
Wilkins advocated nonviolent means and the use of the legal 
system to achieve racial equality and to advance the rights of 
African Americans. Under his leadership the NAACP campaigned 
for the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
and the Fair Housing Act of 1968. He also helped organize 
the August 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, 
a powerful and iconic moment in the history of the civil rights 
movement. In 1964 Wilkins received the NAACP's Spingarn 
Medal, an annual award honoring outstanding achievement by 
an African American. 
This stamp, the 24th in the Black Heritage series, features a 
photograph of Wilkins taken in the 1940s by Morgan and 
Marvin Smith, twin brothers who worked in Harlem from the 
1930s to the 1950s documenting the achievements of African 











































































































































The authorized gold stamp replica preserved in this cover is produced under a non-exclusive licensing 
agreement with the United States Postal Service. Stamp design © U.S. Postal Service. 



































Black Heritage Series 
First Day of Issue: January 24, 2001 
First Day City: Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
home of Wilkins' alma mater, 
the University of Minnesota 
Stamp Designer: Richard Sheaff 
Scottsdale, Arizona 
Roy Wilkins spent much of his life in the pursuit of civil 
rights for black Americans. 
Born on August 30, 190 I , Wilkins grew up in St. Paul , 
Minnesota, and graduated from the University of Minne-
sota in 1923. After working for a black newspaper in 
Kansas City, Missouri, he joined the NAACP in 1931. ln 
1934, he succeeded W.E.B. DuBois as editor of the orga-
nization ' s official publication, The Crisis. 
Wilkins also directed the national program of anti-
PostalCommemorative Socie1y 
discrimination and served as NAACP executive secretary 
and executive director from 1955 to 1977. He was active 
in the early stages of the civil rights movement, playing an 
important role in the 1954 Brown vs. Board of Education 
Supreme Court decision that ended segregation in public 
schools. In August 1963, he helped organize the historic 
March on Washington where Martin Luther King, Jr. 
delivered his famous "I Have a Dream" speech. 
Wilkins was also a champion of important legislation 
such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. In recognition of his tireless devotion to civil 
rights, he received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
1969 - the highest civilian award. When Wilkins died on 
September 8, 1981, President Ronald Reagan ordered 
flags to be flown at half staff on all government buildings. 
